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Central  Health  Department, 
15  Tonbridge  Road, 
MAIDSTOInIE. 


Public  Health  Department, 
73  College  Road, 
M/tEDSTONE. 


Telephone:  Maidstone  54072 


Telephone:  Maidstone  54238 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourteenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Hollingbourn. 

The  health  of  yoiir  district  in  1970  remained  good  as  it  has  been 
for  a considerable  time.  On  all  the  statistical  evidence  this  favourable 
state  has  been  fully  maintained.  The  birth  rate  is  slightly  above  that 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  the  death  rate  is  beloi\;  the  country's 
average,  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  at  3*4  per  thousand  live  births 
is  the  lowest  that  has  ever  been  recorded  in  your  District.  You  will 
note  too,  that  the  maternal  maternity  rate  (including  abortion)  was  nil. 

No  unusual  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  dioring  1970  and 
once  again  no  cases  of  the  major  diseases  - poliomyelitis,  smallpox, 
enteric  fever  and  diphtheria  - were  reported.  The  outbreak  of  iood 
poisoning  which  occurred  in  December  1970  has  been  fully  reported  upon 
to  your  Public  Health  Committee  and  was  of  a much  wider  nature  than 
indicated  in  the  list  of  cases  notified.  The  vast  majority  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  arose  from  the  incidence  of  measles.  The  resumption 
of  the  vaccination  scheme  will  ensure  that  in  the  future  even  fewer  cases 
of  measles  will  occur. 

At  51 > the  number  of  cancer  deaths  has  reached  its  highest  total. 

The  main  increase  is  in  cancer  of  the  limg  and  intestine.  The  disease 
is  concentrated  in  the  later  age  groups  at  present,  although  there  are 
signs  of  slight  invasion  into  early  groups. 

Again  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Inspectorate,  led  by  Mr.  Chambers, 
for  their  work  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year.  As  a small  department 
in  a relatively  small  authority  we  need  co-operation  with  the  other  officers 
and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  we  have  always  obtained  that  help  from  the 
Clerk,  the  Sunrveyor,  the  Treasurer  and  the  Housing  Manager.  Ultimatelj^ 
the  Members  make  the  decisions  and  I must  express  my  thanks  for  the  support 
given  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
and  indeed  all  Councillors. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Mir.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant 


F.  H.  M.  DUMMER 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


9th  June,  1971 
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STATISTICS  AIID  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  ..  56,796 

Estimated  resident  population  1970  ••  19,820 

N-umber  of  inhabited  houses,  end  of  1970 

(according  to  rate  books) 6,650 

Rateable  Value,  December  1970  815,954 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £3,220 


EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male  Female  Total 

Live  Births  161  132  293 

Rate  per  1,000  population,  crude  - 14*8 

corrected  - 16.3 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  6.1 

Male  Female  Total 

Stillbirths  123 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  162  134  296 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  10.2 

Male  Female  Total 

Infant  deaths  1 - 1 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  3*4 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  55«5 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  3*4 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  3»4 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  15*5 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  108  112  220 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  crude  - 11.1 

corrected  - 10.7 
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PREVAI^NCEOF , iiMP  CONTROL  OVER,  ITOECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DISEASE 

tot/lL  cases 

NOTIFIED 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

Measles 

164 

Dysentery 

3 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

- 

Whooping  cough 

1 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

18 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

Tetanus 

- 

- 

Acute  Meningitis 

- 

- 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Infective 

. 

Post-infectious 

1 

- 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

- 

- 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

Leptospirosis 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  fever 

- 

- 

Typhoid  Fever 

- 

- 

Food  poisoning 

6 

- 

Malaria 

■ 

TOTALS 

196 



Once  again  there  has  been  no  untoward  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  and  the  District  was  free  of  any  case  of 
poliomyelitis,  diphtheria,  enteric  fever  or  smallpox. 
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II^FECTIOUS  OTHER  NOTIFI/iRIT]  DISEASES 


Analysis  in  Age  Groups 
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I^IFECTIOUS  M[D  OTHER  HOTIFIiiBLE  DISEASES  (Continued) 


Monthly  Distribution 
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IMMUNISATION  /JTD  VACCINATION  1970 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


I am  indebted  to  Dr.  A.  P.  Bentley,  the  Consultant  Chest  Physician, 
for  the  following  details  of  the  numbers  of  contacts  of  known  cases  of 
tuberculosis  examined  during  the  year,  and  the  number  found  to  be  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  These  figures  relate  to  the  area  of  the  Chest  Clinic, 
which  coincides  with  the  area  of  the  foixr  authorities,  Maidstone  Borough, 
Maidstone  Rural  District,  Hollingboiirn  Rural  District,  and  Mailing  Rural 


District. 

(a) 

Number  of  contacts,  seen  d\n:ing  1970,  of 
newly  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  .. 

162 

(b) 

Number  of  contacts  examined  during  1970 

of  cases  notified  prior  to  1970  ..  

248 

(c) 

Number  of  contacts  in  (a)  found  to  be 
suffering  from  pulmonary  or  non-pulomonaj?y 
tuberculosis  ..  ..  

3 

(d) 

Number  of  contacts  in  (b)  found  to  be  suffering 
from  pulmonary  or  non-pulraonary  tuberculosis  .. 

0 

AGE  GROUPS 
(years) 

— 

REV/  CASES 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M P 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M E 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M F 

Non-  j 

Pulmonary 

M P 

0 - 1 
2-4 
5-14 

15  - 24 

25  - 34 

35  - 44 

45  - 54 

55  - 64 

65  - 74 

75  and  ov 

1 

1 

1 

1 

er  - 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

1 

1 3 

- 

-j 

Although  there  were  four  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  in  1970, 
the  overall  pictiire  of  this  disea.se  is  most  encouraging.  The  fact  that  no 
deaths  wore  recorded  due  to  tuberculosis  is  remarkable  when  one  considers 
the  short  time  which  has  elapsed  since  this  disease  was  a significant 
community  hazard. 
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CANCER 


The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer,  including  leukaemia,  in  Hollingbourn 
Rural  District  dirring  the  past  ten  years  is  given  below; - 


1961  41 

1962  37 

1963  43 

1964  48 

1965  45 

1966  30 

1967  50 

1968  33 

1969  41 

1970  51 


SITE 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Buccal  cavity 

Oesophagus 

1 

1 

2 

Stomach 

1 

- 

1 

Intestine 

3 

6 

9 

Larynx 

1 

- 

1 

Lung,  bronchus 

13 

2 

15 

Breast 

- 

4 

4 

Uterus 

2 

2 

Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Other  sites 

8 

7 

15 

Leukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

29 

22 

51 

I\ge  Groups 

Male 

Female 

0-4 

. 

5 - 14 

1 

- 

15  - 24 

- 

- 

25  - 34 

- 

- 

35  - 44 

- 

2 

45  - 54 

3 

4 

55  - 64 

8 

5 

65  - 74 

9 

T 

75  and  over 

8 

7 

TOTALS 

29 

22 
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M0RT.1LITY,  1970 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

4 weeks  and 

under  3 months 

3-6  months 

7-12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Respiratory  Distress 
Syndrome 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS; 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

The  fact  that  only  one  infant  died  last  year  in  your  District  is  a 
unique  one  in  the  statistical  record.  For  several  years  now  the  infantile 
mortality  has  been  low,  well  below  the  national  average,  and  we  can  say 
with  confidence  that  the  ante-natal  and  midwifery  services  operating  in 
yo\rr  District  have  contributed  very  largely  to  this  satisfactory  state  of 
affairs. 
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TOTAL  DEATHS,  1970 


Male 

1 , Cholera 

2,  Typhoid  fever 

5.  Bacillary  dysentery  and  amoehiasis 

4.  Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 

5.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

6.  Late  effects  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 

7.  Other  tuberculosis  - 

8.  Plague 

9.  Diphtheria 

10,  Whooping  cough 

11,  Streptococcal  sore  throat  and  scarlet  fever 

12,  Meningococcal  infection 

15«  Acute  poliomyelitis 

14*  Smallpox 

15.  Measles 

16.  Typhus  and  other  rickettsioses 

17.  Malaria 

18.  Syphilis  and  its  sequelae 

19.  All  other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 


20,  Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity 

21,  Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus  1 

22,  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  1 

25.  Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  5 

24.  Malignant  neoplasm,  larynx  1 

25.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  13 


26,  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

27,  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

28,  Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate  1 

29,  Leiilcaemia  1 

30,  Other  malignant  neoplasms  8 

31 , Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

32,  Diabetes  mellitus 

33*  Avitaminoses  and  other  nutritional  deficiences 

34»  Other  endocrine,  nutritional  and  metabolic 

diseases 

35 > Anaemias  1 

36,  Other  diseases  of  blood  and  blood  forming  organs 

37*  Mental  disorders 

38,  Meningitis 


50 


Female 


1 

6 

2 

4 

2 

7 

1 

3 


26 
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TOTAL  DEATHS  1970  continued 


Male 


39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 


46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61 . 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 

71. 

72. 


30 

Multiple  sclerosis 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  and 

sense  organs 

Active  rheumatic  fever 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 


Hypertensive  disease  2 
Ischaemic  heart  disease  27 
Other  forms  of  heart  disease  4 
Cerebrovascular  disease  17 
Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  5 
Influenza 

Pneimonia  8 
Bronchitis  and  emphysema  6 


Asthma 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Peptic  ulcer 

Appendicitis 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 
Cirrhosis  of  liver  1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  1 

Other  disea.ses  of  the  genito-urinary 

system  1 

Abortion 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy, 
childbirth  and  puerperium 

Diseases  of  the  skin  and  subcutaneous 

tissue 

Diseases  of  the  musculo-skeletal  system 

and  connective  tissue  2 

Congenital  anomalies  1 

Birth  injirry,  difficult  labour  etc.  1 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 

All  other  accidents  2 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

All  other  external  causes 


Female 

26 


1 

1 

4 

24 

5 

22 

8 

4 

5 
2 
1 

2 


1 


1 


1 


2 

2 


108  112 


11 
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INSPECTIONS 


Depot  Administration  818 
Slaughterhouses  228 
Water  Sampling  45 
Water  Supply  1 5 
Sewage  Disposal  and  Sewers  407 
Refuse  Disposal  48 
Refuse  Collection  JO 
Factories  - with  power  8 
Factories  - non  power  2 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  45 
Building  Regulations  - Improvement  Grant  215 
Building  Regulations  - Public  Health  Act  5 
Initial  Visits  - Public  Health  Act  116 
Revisits  81 
Initial  Visits  - Housing  Act  273 
Revisits  I67 
Infectious  Disease  81 
Ice  Cream  Premises  3 
Shops  Act  20 
Civic  Amenities  Act  73 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  11 
Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Poods)  Order  I6 
Noise  Abatement  Act  8 
Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  15 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  43 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  111 
Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  9 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act  74 
Clean  Air  Act  9 
Knackers  Yard  17 
Outworkers  2 
Poultry  Inspection  55 

3,086 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Notifications  Received  196 

Visits  made  by  Public  Health  I^^spectors  81 

NOTICES 

Niomber  of  Informal  Notices  served  ® 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  7 

Nimiber  of  Statutory  Notices  served  4 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  4 

Niimber  of  Court  Proceedings  to  require  compliance  with  “ 

Notice 
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HOUSING 


Three  houses  were  made  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders  during  the 
year.  This  is  the  lowest  figure  for  many  years  but  it  reflects  the 
greater  time  being  spent  on  Improvement  work  by  the  Public  Health  In- 
spectors and  the  interest  being  taken  by  owners  in  saving  properties 
from  demolition. 

There  is  still  much  to  be  done  by  way  of  comprehensive  improvement 
or  demolition  but  the  emphasis  on  the  former  is  to  be  applauded.  Pie- 
housing  of  the  occupier  is  often  necessary  as  a prelude  to  either  of  the 
above  alternatives.  It  is  therefore  pleasing  to  see  an  increase  in  the 
niomber  of  allocations  of  Council  accommodation  made  dioring  the  year,  no 
doubt  accounting  for  some  of  the  Improvement  Schemes  submitted. 

No  houses  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders  were  actually  demolished 
during  the  year  but  six  Orders  were  cancelled  as  a result  of  complete 
renovation  schemes  being  carried  out. 

Total  Nt.mber  of  Lettings  No,  of  Families  Rehoused  from 

Slim  Clearance  Properties 


Council  Houses 

63 

(29) 

13 

(2) 

Old  Peoples'  Dwellings 

19 

(5) 

Nil 

(Nil) 

(Previous  Year  in  Brackets) 


Housing  Act,  I969 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  increase  in  activity  in  the  field  of 
house  improvements  anticipated  in  ray  last  report  has  materialised.  The 
nuiaber  of  applications  for  Discretionary  Grant  during  the  year  almost 
doubled,  whilst  for  Standard  Grants  the  figure  was  the  saine. 

It  is  worth  repeating  that  the  completion  of  a Discretionary  Grant 
Scheme  means  an  existing  house  is  brought  completely  up  to  present  day 
standards  of  repair,  has  the  accepted  modern  amenities  installed,  and 
satisfies  modern  requirements  for  window  areas,  ceiling  heights,  cooking 
facilities  etc.  Many  of  these  properties  were  potential  subjects  of 
Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  and  the  considerable  time  spent  on  this  work 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  grant  from  the  Local  Authority 
should  be  considered  as  well  spent. 

At  the  time  of  vamting,  interest  in  grants  is  being  maintained  and 
I hope  at  least  for  sij.iilar  figures  for  the  present  year  as  shown  in 
the  following  table  for  1970. 
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HOUSE  PURCHASE  AM)  HOUSING  ACT,  1959  - II^1PROVEI€]NT  GRMTS 

housihCt  act,  1969 


1.  Discretionary  Grants 

NiimUer  of  applications  received  ..  60  (34) 

Number  of  applications  approved  54  (28) 

Number  of  applications  actually  proceeded  with  ..  ..  48  (34) 

Of  these  29  were  completed 

Total  cost  of  Improvement  Work  ^‘2!3j37S 

Total  amount  of  Grants  paid  £18,075 


2,  Standard  Grants 

Number  of  applications  received  24  (24) 

Nximber  of  applications  approved  12  (23) 

Number  of  applications  actually  proceeded  with  ..  ..  I6  (24) 

Of  those  16  the  Maximum  Grant  approved  was  ..  ..  ..  £2,031 

Total  amount  of  Grants  paid  for  11  completed  was  £1,836 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


Once  again  I arn  able  to  report  that  the  standard  of  food  premises 
has  been  generally  good.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  in  part  to  the  willing 
co-operation  which  ovmers  of  all  types  of  promises  have  given  v;hen 
suggestions  of  ways  of  improving  the  premises  concerned  have  been  made 
by  the  Department. 

During  the  year  only  five  complaints  regarding  foodstuffs  v/ere 
received  by  this  Department  a^nd  all  were  resolved  on  an  informal  basis. 


Motels  2 
Cafes  11 
Residential  Hotels  3 
Roadhouse  1 
Public  Houses  serving  meals  I4 
Public  Houses  not  serving  meals  43 
Grocers  58 
Greengrocers  4 
Fishmongers  1 
Butchers  8 
Food  Processing  Plants  7 


Total  152 

The  niimber  of  premises  registered  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  is 
as  follows;- 

(i)  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream  76 

(ii)  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of 

sausages,  or  potted,  pickled,  pressed  1 

or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale 


MILK  i\m  DAIRIES 


This  Authority  is  responsible  only  for  the  registration  of 
Distributors  of  Milk  and  8 registrations  were  made  during  the  year  making 
a total  of  55  on  the  Register. 


ICE  CREAM 


No  new  applications  were  received  for  registration.  There  are  a 
total  of  76  on  the  Register. 


DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD 


The  small  quantity  of  food  condemned  from  the  slaughterhouses  is 
collected  by  Sheppey  Glue  Works,  Queenborough,  or  alternatively  is  dealt 
with  in  the  furnace  at  the  Lenham  Bacon  Factory. 

Since  the  opening  of  two  large  food  warehouses  in  the  DistT’ict  there 
has  been  an  ever  increasing  amount  of  condemned  tinstuffs  which  are  buried 
in  the  Council's  Tip. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


Details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers  within 
the  Hollingbourn  Rural  District  during  the  year  ended  51st  December,  I97O. 

/iTticle  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Milk 

Tinned  meats,  meat,  fish,  fish  and 
meat  pastes 

Sugar,  sugar  confectionery,  flour 
confectionery,  chocolate 
products,  cereals 

Tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  beverages,  minerals, 
cordials 


156  19 

1 1 

16 

1 


Jams,  preserves,  honey,  jellies 

Dried  fruit,  raw  fruit,  vegetables, 
tinned  fruit  and  vegetables 

Pickles,  sauces,  vinegar,  condiments 

Drugs,  medicines 

Beer,  wines,  spirits 

Miscellaneous 


3 

6 1 

8 
7 
7 
5 

190  21 


UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES 


Untreated  Milk  (5  samples) 

Small  amount  of  extraneous  water.  Follow-up  samples  taken. 
Cooler  leak  found  and  producer  warned. 

Untreated  Milk 


Small  amount  of  extraneous  water.  Follow-up  samples  satisfactory. 
Untreated  Milk  (3  samples) 

Slightly  deficient  in  fat.  Follow-up  samples  satisfactory. 
Untreated  Milk  (6  samples) 

Contained  added  water,  Thorne-Thorne  & Richardson,  Fonts  Farm, 
Burwash  Common,  Etchingham,  Sussex,  fined  £40  and  £5.  5s,  Od,  costs  at 
Bearsted  Magistrates’  Court  on  Sth  September,  1970* 

Untreated  Milk  (3  samples) 

Slightly  deficient  in  fat.  Follow-up  samples  satisfactory. 
Untreated  Milk  (2  samples) 

Contained  sucrose.  Still  under  investigation. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  (CONTINUED) 
UNSATISFACTORY  S/JgDBS  (CONTIITOED) 


Untreated  Milk  (2  samples) 

Slightly  deficient  in  fat.  Follow-up  sample  satisfactory. 
Chicken  Breast  in  Jelly 

Slightly  helow  required  standard  of  meat.  Correspondence  with 
importer  and  supplies  discontinued. 

Calorie  Reduced  Mashed  Potato 

Exaggerated  claim  as  to  calorie  reduction.  Labelling  to  be 
amended. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Every  animal  slaughtered  in  your  District  for  human  consumption  is 
examined  by  yoior  Inspectors. 


Cattle  Calves  Sheep  and  Pigs 

Lambs 


Number  Killed  - (49)  - (-) 

Number  Inspected  - (49)  - (-) 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cvsticerci 

- 

(45) 

(45) 

14,079 

14,079 

(12,966) 

(12,966) 

Whole  carcases  condemned  - 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

28 

(18) 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  - 

(1) 

(-) 

(-) 

952 

(629) 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  infected  with 
disease  other  than  tubercu- 
losis or  cystic ,rci 

(2) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Tuberculosis  Only 

VIhole  carcases  condemned  - 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  - 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

62 

(54) 

Percentage  of  the  niimber 
inspected  infected  with 
tuberculosis 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

0. 

2 (0.4) 

Notes  Figures  in  brackets  are  for  I969 


POULTRY  INSPECTION  . 


(a) 


N-umber  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the 
District  2 


(b) 

(c) 

(d) 


Number  of  visits  to  these  premises 


53 


Total  number  of  birds  processed  dinring  the  year  900>00+ 

Types  of  birds  processed  Turkeys;  Ducks;  Hens; 

Broilers;  Capons; 
Pheasants 


(e)  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 

consumption  2^ 

(f)  Weight  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 

consiomption  40,000  lbs,+ 


There  has  been  a continued  expansion  by  the  two  firms  concerned. 

In  the  case  of  the  larger  firm  the  present  equipment  and  premises  are 
working  at  maximum  capaxity  and  if  the  expansion  is  to  continue  then  the 
premises  will  have  to  be  considera,bly  enlarged. 
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KNACKER'S  YARD 


The  introduction  in  November,  19^9  oT  the  Meat  (Sterilisation) 
Regulations,  19^9  has  meant  that  closer  attention  has  had  to  be  paid 
to  the  ICnacker's  Yard  at  Hollingbourne  to  ensure  that  all  meat  leaving 
the  premises  has  been  properly  sterilised  by  heat  treatment.  Fortunately 
the  owner  has  been  most  co-operative  in  installing  the  necessary  equip- 
ment to  do  this  work. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILV/AY  PREMISES 

ACT, 

1963 

Total  registrations  as  at  December, 

1970 

were  as  follows; 

Offices 

24 

Retail  Shops 

44 

Wholesale  Shops 

11 

Catering  Establishments 

16 

95 

A total  of  43  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  The 
greater  majority  of  premises  complied  with  the  Act  and  those  that  did  not 
only  had  minor  contraventions.  In  all  cases  the  people  concerned  have 
co-operated  with  the  Department  and  there  has  been  no  need  for  formal 
action. 


SWIMMING  POOLS 


Samples  have  been  taken  at  not  less  than  weekly  intervals  from 
the  school  pools  when  in  use  and  from  the  hotel  pool  all  the  year  round. 

Most  of  the  schools  now  have  sufficient  staff  so  that  more  time 
can  be  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  the  pool  and  as  a result  the  samples 
taken  have  been  of  a higher  standard  than  previously. 

The  hotel  has  maintained  its  high  standard  throughout  the  year. 
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V/ATER  SUPPLY 


The  r\iral  district  area  comprises  twenty-three  parishes  which 
are  served  by  three  private  water  undertakings.  The  Mid-Kent  Water 
Company  serves  the  largest  area  and  draws  water  from  underground 
sources  within  the  district.  The  resources  and  the  distribution  area 
of  the  Maidstone  Waterworks  Company  have  now  been  absorbed  into  the 
Mid  Kent  Water  Company.  The  third  water  undertaking,  the  Medway 
V/ater  Board,  serves  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Boxley,  Bredhurst  and 
Dealing.  All  waters  are  alkaline. 

The  connections  made  during  1970  ares- 


Mid-Kent  Water  Company 

No.  of  Propert 

connected  as 
31st  December, 

ies 

at 

1969 

No.  of  Properties 

connected  and 
disconnected  during 

1970 

Bicknor 

30 

0 

Boughton  Malherbe 

92 

0 

Broomfield 

246 

+ 

26 

Chart  Sutton 

515 

... 

5 

East  Sutton 

80 

0 

Erinsted 

32 

+ 

6 

Harrietsham 

470 

+ 

7 

Headcorn 

940 

+ 

8 

Ho 1 1 ingbourne 

548 

+ 

6 

Hue king 

18 

0 

Langley 

381 

4* 

2 

Leeds 

235 

0 

Lenham 

1,444 

+ 

10 

Otterden 

56 

0 

S^ockbury 

196 

+ 

1 

Sutton  Valence 

538 

+ 

4 

Thurnham 

368 

+ 

77 

Ulcombe 

248 

+ 

8 

Worm shill 

62 

0 

Wychling 

35 

0 

5,822 

+150 

Boxley  ) Formerly  Maidstone 

614 

+ 

5 

Detling  ) Waterworks  Company 

301 

+ 

8 

915 

+ 

13 

Medway  Water  Board 

Boxley 

159 

4~ 

2 

Bredhurst 

89 

a. 

2 

Detling 

5 

0 

251 

+ 

4 

Some  variation  from  last  year's  figures  may  be  due  to  conversion 
of  two  or  more  houses  into  one  property. 

The  supply  of  water  to  the  area  as  a whole  is  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

Samples  of  treated  water  and  raw  water  for  biological  examination 
by  the  V/ater  Undertakings  have  proved  to  be  pure  and  wholesome. 


Niomber  of  dwellings  in  the  area; 

Number  of  connections  to  Company's  Mains  as  at 
51st  December  19^9^ 

Number  of  connections  to  Company's  Mains  diiring  1970 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  following  services  are  operated 

Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
Cesspool  Emptying 

Maintenance  of  Cesspool  Emptying  Sites 

Operation  and  Maintenance  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  Plants 
Rodent  and  Other  Pest  Control 
Litter  Bin  Maintenance 

Litter  Collection  including  Removal  and  Disposal  of  Abandoned  Cars 
Public  Conveniences 


The  comparable  figures  ares- 


1968 

1969 

1970 

\^/hole  days  lost 

1,026 

1,223 

1,370 

Holiday  man/hoiirs 

5,023 

5,304 

5,437 

Absent  man/hours 

717 

597 

842 

Illness  man/hours 

2,622 

3,540 

4,781 

Total  men  employed  during  Year* 

46 

48 

48 

Increased  leave  entitlement  is 

reflected  in  the 

holiday 

figures 

During  the  year  under  review  one  driver  was  away  ill  for  15  weeks. 

The  year  closed  with  no  shortages  amongst  the  manual  workers.  The 
incentive  bonus  scheme  on  refuse  collection  makes  it  vitally  necessary 
to  have  a reserve  of  labour  to  fill  vacancies  in  vehicle  crews. 


Normal  Working  Overtime 


1968 

1969 

1970 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Refuse  Collection  including 

roadside  scavengings 

36,342 

36,584 

c^ 

(M 

2,815 

2,780 

2,540 

Refuse  Disposal  2,012 

Cesspool  Emptying  (including 

1,737 

1,975 

138 

466 

390 

buckets) 

Maintenance  of  Cesspool 

18,920 

19,515 

19,986 

6,964 

5,902 

6,759 

Emptying  Sites 

Operation  and  Maintenance 
of  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

796 

851 

722 

CO 

654 

446 

and  Plants 

12,812 

13,322 

11,829 

5,434 

4,851 

4,939 

Pest  Control 

1,120 

1,236 

1,003 

4 

6 

- 

Litter  Bins 

56 

34 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ILLscellaneous 

1,946 

1,669 

1,030 

2 

68 

29 

Fitters 

3,652 

3,747 

3,746 

1,062 

1,041 

862 

REFUSE  i\ND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION 


An  incentive  bonus  scheme  for  refuse  collection  was  introduced 
on  5th  October,  1970*  This  provided  a weekly  collection  for  the  whole 
of  the  District.  In  accordance  with  the  Part  2 Specification  the 
scheme  will  operate  for  a trial  period  of  three  months  and  then  those 
engaged  on  refuse  collection  will  decide  if  the  scheme  is  acceptable  and 
can  be  made  permanent. 

Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  to  engage  suitable 
laboiu:  for  collection  of  roadside  litter.  Two  of  the  three  men  originally 
employed  have  retired,  one  due  to  ill  health  and  the  other  to  age.  The 
other  man  is  now  engaged  on  cleaning  in  the  Depot  but  manages  to  work 
about  6 hours  on  roadside  litter.  One  further  old  age  pensioner  works 
7 hours  per  week.  The  restriction  of  the  working  hours  to  20  per  week 
of  the  Rodent  Operator,  he  having  reached  the  age  of  65,  has  curtailed 
his  ability  to  deal  with  litter  bins.  Most  litter  bins  are  now  emptied 
by  refuse  vehicle  crews,  although  this  is  not  very  satisfactory.  An 
account  in  the  sum  of  £228,  12s.  6d,  has  been  sent  to  the  Kent  County 
Council,  as  agents  for  the  Ministry  of  Tra,nsport,  for  litter  removal  from 
the  Trunk  Road  A, 20  for  the  period  6th  November  I969  to  13th  January 
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Notices  informing  ratepayers  of  the  arrangements  for  the  •pllection 
of  unwanted  articles  and  abandoned  cars  were  sent  with  the  Rate  Demands. 

273  requests  have  been  received  for  this  service.  Mthough  the  service  does 
not  include  the  collection  of  cars  from  private  property,  21  have  been 
removed  from  the  roadside  verge. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


The  purchase  of  an  Allman  Speed! spray  Model  55  with  Swathamatic 
sprayer  attachment  in  place  of  a boom  at  a cost  of  £85.  10s.  Od.  facilitated 
the  fly  control  dxrring  the  breeding  season.  It  was  possible  to  acquire 
suitable  soil  from  nearby  building  operations  for  covering  the  refuse. 

The  responsibilities  for  the  reception  of  abandoned  cars  in  the  refuse 
tip  and  for  general  refuse  in  the  compound  adjoining  has  necessitated  an 
increase  in  overtime. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 


The  fleet  comprised  six  vehicles  in  permanent  use  with  one  additional 
vehicle  as  a spare.  The  latest  vehicle,  a 1,500  gallon  Dennis,  was 
involved  in  a serious  accident  on  23rd  February,  1970.  ilfter  the  usual 
formalities  it  was  returned  to  the  makers  for  repair  and  came  back  into 
service  on  7"^^  May,  1970.  During  this  period  the  spare  vehicle  was  used 
and  the  single  manning  payments  made.  Although  authority  was  given  for 
the  use  of  private  contractors,  it  was  not  necessary. 

1968  1969  1970 

Requests  5 >041  5 >024  5>120 

Loads  12,004  12,044  12,548 

Bucket  emptying  is  now  restricted  to  two  properties  outside  the 
sewered  area  of  Hollingbourne , and  arrangements  are  in  hand  for  chemical 
closets  to  be  provided  by  the  owner. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SITES 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  make  any  changes  during  the  year. 

As  in  preyious  years  most  maintenance  has  had  to  be  provided  at  the  former 
R.A.F.  Station  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Detling.  Elsewhere  work  as 
necessary  has  been  carried  out  to  maintain  the  method  of  disposal. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  PL.'iNTS  ZiLD  SEWAGE  PUMPING  STATIONS 


PI ants;  Shrubsole  Drive,  Sandling 

Cobfield,  Chart  Sutton 
Orchard  Bank,  Chart  Sutton 
Court  Broomes,  East  Sutton 
Green  Lane,  Platts  Heath 
Northdown,  Stockbiory 

To  this  list  has  nov;  been  added; 

Cedar  Gardens,  Stockbiiry 

Pumping  Stations;  Headcorn 

Langley 

Forge  Leas,  Harrietsham 
Orchard  Glade,  Headcorn 
Hollingbourne 
Robins  Avenue,  Lenham 
Captains  Close,  Sutton  Valence 
Hockers  Lane,  Detling 
Ware  Street,  Thurnham 
Hook  Lane,  Harrietsham 
Aylesford  Forstal 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  PL/iJTTS  /JTO  SEWAGE  PUI-glNG  STATIONS  (Continued) 


The  Plants  and  Pumping  Stations  have  heen  maintained  during  the 
year.  The  Pumping  Station  at  Rohins  Avenue,  Lenham  continues  to  give 
trouble  d\n?ing  periods  of  continuous  rain  duo  to  infiltration, 

/irrangements  were  in  hand  for  the  provision  of  a watertight  door 
during  December  at  the  Pumping  Station  in  the  former  Sewage  Works  at 
Headcorn. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 


Harrietsham 


No  problem  arose  during  the  year  regarding  the  discharge  of 
chemicals  from  the  Marley  Tile  V/orks,  but  it  was  discovered  that  cooling 
water  was  being  discharged.  It  is  necessary  to  maintain  an  ever  watchful 
eye  on  the  effluent  from  these  works. 

Headcorn 


Apart  from  the  grit  reaching  the  Works,  there  have  been  no 
particularly  difficult  problems  to  overcome, 

Leeds 

Apart  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  recirculating  pump  v/hich  is  to 
be  dealt  with  in  the  extensions  scheme,  there  have  been  no  problems  of 
note. 

Lenham 


The  Works  have  received  daily  maintenance.  Little  can  be  done 
to  improve  the  unsatisfactory  effluent, 

Sutton  Valence 

A new  humus  tank  has  been  constructed  and  the  grassed  area  used 
for  polishing  the  final  effluent  before  discharging  to  the  stream, 

III  combe 

No  problems  arose  with  this  small  Works  and  a satisfactory  effluent 
was  maintained. 

PEST  CONTROL 


Rodent  Operator  ha®  worked  for 

three  days 

each  week 

requests  received  were;- 

1969 

1970 

Rats 

230 

235 

Mice 

51 

45 

Wasps 

51 

135 

Flies 

5 

8 

Pleas 

9 

5 

/ints 

1 

9 

Beetles 

10 

12 

Cockroaches 

2 

5 

359 

452 

Visits 

534 

598 

Surveys 

309 

206 

Bodies  found 

526 

341 
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GEl'IERAL  SIM^Y 


Estimated  resident  population 
Area  (in  acres)  .. 

Persons  per  acre  . . . . 


Annual  Birth  Rate  per  1,o00  population  - crude 

corrected 

Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  - crude 


Births  ..  

Deaths  

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  ••  •• 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  death  rate  per  1,000  population  ,, 
Other  tuberculosis  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

Cancer  dea.th  rate  per  1,000  population  

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  death  rate  per  1,000  population 


• • 


19,820 

56,796 

.348 

14.8 

16.3 

11.1 


corrected  * 

10.7 

Male 

Female 

Total 

..  161 

132 

293 

112 

220 

..  55 

20 

73 

• • 


2.57 

0.65 


■ ■y 

' v''*' . 


Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  /malysis  of  Mortality 

in  the  year  197Q 
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